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Our next monthly meeting is set for:  21 July 2021
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Wishing each and every one of you a safe and memorable 

Independence Day this 4th of July 2021.  Amy & I will 

celebrate our 27th Wedding Anniversary. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

   Chaplain & Corpsman       
 

Jim Pilling – Jim attended the June meeting.  He reported that 

his bladder cancer treatment was done and that the cancer was 

“cleared up.” 

He did report that his left hand, which was bandaged, was the 

result of a run in between his hand, the hood of his car, and the 

car frame.  This resulted in a trip to the Riverbend Emergency 

Room.  His hand is still healing, but the good from this is that he 

was in and out of the emergency room in one hour.  If it had 

occurred the day before he would have had a 9 hour wait in the 

emergency room for evaluation and treatment. 
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  Nancy Lukasik – Nancy let members know that she has a “left bundle 

branch block” in her heart.  This is a delay / blockage of electrical 

impulses to the left side of the heart.  She has an appointment to see a 

cardiologist at the start of July, and depending on that visit a “pace 

maker” may be needed to correct the problem. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rudy Grein – Rudy reported that he was having a “bout” of 

bursitis in his right shoulder.  He was doing better at the 

meeting, and he powered through the detachment breakfast 

service on Father’s Day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please keep Nancy, Jim and Rudy in your thoughts and prayers as Jim and Rudy continue 

their healing process, and for Nancy as she consults with her doctor concerning the 

treatment needed to resolve her heart issue. 

 

 

 

 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Chaplain’s Corner 

 

 

 
 

When someone gives you a gift, do you say "That's very nice, - now, how 
much do I owe you?"  No, the appropriate response to a gift is "thank 

you!"  Yet how often Christians, even after they have been given the gift of 
salvation, feel obligated to try to work their way to God.  Because our 

salvation and even our faith are gifts, we should respond with gratitude, 
praise, and joy! 

May each of you be a blessing in someone's life! 
 

Nancy Lukasik, Chaplain 
 

 ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Good of the League 

Announcements 

 

This is a link to a video forwarded to me from Mike Barker.  It covers the taking 
back of the Magellan Star from pirates.  Copy and paste it into your web browser 
and it will take you to the video.  It is a good video to watch and is just over 10 

minutes in length. 
 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/9xp7wbmtn8qjfrz/Magellan_Star_Intro%20-
%20USMC_Version.mp4?dl=0 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/9xp7wbmtn8qjfrz/Magellan_Star_Intro%20-%20USMC_Version.mp4?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/9xp7wbmtn8qjfrz/Magellan_Star_Intro%20-%20USMC_Version.mp4?dl=0
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Emerald Empire Detachment’s Newest Member Receives 

Her Marine Corps League Membership Pin 

 

 

 
 
 

Emerald Empire Detachment # 917 newest member Ruth Holland receives her long-
awaited Marine Corps League Membership Pin from Emerald Empire Detachment 

Commandant & long-time family friend Dave Huber. 
If you have not introduced yourself yet, make sure to give Ruth a WELCOME ABOARD 

when you see her at a meeting or detachment function. 
 

------------------------------------------------------- 
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Emerald Empire Detachment # 917 
CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION Presentation 

 

 
 

Emerald Empire Detachment # 917 Commandant Dave Huber reads the Certificate of 
Appreciation presented to the Moose Lodge 1726 for their Above-and-Beyond support 
of the Emerald Empire Young Marines, and also their support of the Emerald Empire 

Detachment # 917. 
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Commandant Dave Huber presents the Certificate of Appreciation to Moose Lodge 
1726 President Wilbur Brown (2nd from right), Martin Holland (Junior Past President) 

(3rd from right), and Michael Scott (Moose Lodge Administrator) (1st from left). 
 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Former Oregon Department of Veterans’ Affairs Director 

James “Jim” Willis has “Passed Away” 

 
ODVA Director Kelly Fitzpatrick issued the following statement today regarding the passing of former ODVA 

Director James “Jim” Willis: 

 

The Oregon veteran community has lost one of its greatest friends and fiercest advocates. 

Jim was a decorated Vietnam-era veteran of the United States Air Force and a longtime leader and advocate in 

the veteran community — both on the state and national levels and in his hometown of Albany. 

After eight years of military service that included a 13-month tour in South Vietnam, Jim began a legendary 

career in state and local law enforcement that would span four decades. 

He led ODVA for nearly 10 years after being appointed by Governor Ted Kulongoski in 2003. Among his 

achievements was his dedication to ensuring Oregon provided award-winning skilled nursing care to all 

veterans, spouses and Gold Star Families. 

In 2014, he spearheaded the development of the state’s second Oregon Veterans' Home located in Lebanon. Jim 

was also among the strongest of advocates in recognizing and honoring the service and true sacrifice of veterans 

and their families – building two wartime era memorials in Oregon dedicated to the service members who 

fought and gave their lives in service to their country. 

In truth, these accomplishments barely scratch the surface of all that Jim accomplished in a life well-lived. 

Above all else, Jim’s unwavering commitment to serving all veterans defined his tenure — and his life. He will 

be truly missed by the untold number of lives he touched. 

I am grateful to have known Jim for the short time that I did. He was a mentor who continues to serve as an 

inspiration to me as I strive to serve Oregon veterans and their families every day. 

 

 

   
 

--------------------------------------------- 
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VA to start processing Vietnam vet’s claims for 

conditions newly linked to Agent Orange 
poisoning 

 

(1)   bladder cancer,  
(2)   hypothyroidism and, 

(3)  Parkinson’s-like symptoms  
 

Three new conditions added to presumptive benefits list by Congress last 

year. 

 

VA plans expansion of benefits for disability 
claims for conditions related to certain toxic 

exposures 
 

For more thorough and complete information go to the Oregon 
Department of Veterans’ Affairs (https://www.oregon.gov/ODVA/) & 

national Veterans Administration (https://www.va.gov/) websites. 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 
The Emerald Empire Young Marines asked if they could participate in the detachment 
Yard Sale.  This is something we have done in the past, and it was passed along that 

they are definitely welcome to participate in the Yard Sale. 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

https://www.oregon.gov/ODVA/
https://www.va.gov/
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Emerald Empire Detachment # 917 Installation of 

Officers for 2021 – 2022 

The installation of the detachment officers for the year 2021 – 2022 was 

conducted during the June 2021 monthly meeting. 

  

The installation ceremony was conducted by detachment member Mike Barker. 
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The new elected detachment officers are (from left to right) Commandant Peter 

Bock, Senior Vice-Commandant Debbie Barker (also Web Master), Junior Vice-

Commandant Stephen Price (not shown), Judge Advocate Thad Lukasik. 

The newly appointed detachment officers are Adjutant Ray Miller, Sergeant-at-

Arms Rudy Grein, Chaplain Nancy Lukasik, and Pay-Master Lois Price (not 

shown). 

Junior Vice and Pay-Master will be sworn in at a later date. 

 

 

Installation Officer Mike Barker briefs newly elected Commandant Peter Bock on 

the duties, tasks, responsibilities, and leadership required of the position of 

Commandant. 
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Commandant Peter Bock receives a congratulatory hand shake from Installation 

Officer Mike Barker. 
 

 
 

Newly appointed Sergeant-At-Arms Rudy Grein proclaims the Officers of Emerald 

Empire Detachment # 917 duly installed into office. 

When you get a chance make sure you congratulate the newly installed officers, and 

ensure you give them your support as they guide the detachment for the next year. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



13 
 

 

Distinguished Service Award 
 

By the time you read this, the Distinguished Service 
Award for retired United States Marine Corps Gunnery 
Sergeant Boylan, for his outstanding work as the Toys 
for Tots Coordinator 2020, should have arrived at the 

Boylan residence. 
 

It seems that Gunny Boylan (USMC, Retired) is taking 
on a new challenge of being a stay-at-home dad (for a 

while at least). 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

EMERALD EMPIRE DETACHMENT # 917 Fund-Raising Breakfast 
Service 

        
The second fund-raising breakfast took place on Father’s Day (20 June 2021).  We 

had 32 people come for a breakfast of waffles (with fruit and whip cream), English 

muffin (with jam or butter), bacon, sausage, eggs to order, and biscuit and gravy. 

Of the 42 persons, 14 were fathers and so they ate for free (continuing a Moose 

Lodge tradition), so we had 18 paid persons.  The 18 paid $7.00 per their meal for a 

total gross of: $126.00.  The net proceeds will be determined once we pay for the 

supplies, we used from the Moose Lodge.  So, stand-by for those details. 

 

With each breakfast service we learn new things and become more proficient at the 

breakfast process, menu, and clean-up procedures. 
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Detachment members Debbie & Mike Barker, Ray & Linda Miller, Thad & Nancy 

Lukasik, Rudy Grein, Dave Huber, Ruth Holland, and Paul Grinde participated.  

This also ensured that the work load was shared. 

 

Ruth Holland did suffer a split lip when her cane attacked her.  She seemed to be 

doing okay by the end of the event. 

 

I apologize that during the event I neglected to take any photos.  I will endeavor to 

correct this mistake at the next breakfast service. 

 

Below are the dates for the breakfast service for the rest of 2021: 

 

18 July 2021 

 

15 August 2021 

 

19 September 2021 

 

17 October 2021 

 

21 November 2021 

 

19 December 2021 

 

The menu for the 18 July 2021 breakfast service is To-Be-Determined.  This date is 

the Sunday before our July monthly meeting.  All breakfast service dates are the 3rd 

Sunday of the month. 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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The change to the Detachment Bylaws was read by Detachment 

Judge Advocate Thad Lukasik.  No one brought forth any 
discussion.  The proposed change was voted on and PASSED by 

those members present at the meeting. 
 

Here again is the change that was approved. 
 

Change to Article 2 of the Bylaws for Emerald Empire Detachment #917  
   
Currently reads:  "As a subsidiary organization of the Marine Corps League, incorporated by the 
United States Congress on August 4, 1937, the Emerald Valley Detachment #917 shall have the 
same purposes and objectives of that organization."  
   
Change:  "As a subsidiary organization of the Marine Corps League, incorporated by the United 
States Congress on August 4, 1937, the Emerald Empire Detachment #917 shall have the same 
purposes and objectives of that organization."  
 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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DEPARTMENT OF OREGON 
SUMMER CONVENTION 

9 & 10 July 2021 

Here is the latest word from Department of Oregon, Marine Corps League: 
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Annual Fund-Raising Yard Sale 
 

When: 
23 (Friday), 24 (Saturday), & 25 (Sunday) July 2021 

 
23 July (Friday) – 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. SALES 

 
24 July (Saturday) – 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. SALES 

 
25 July (Sunday) – 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. SALES 

 

 
Where: 

Inside the Moose Lodge 1726, 2011 Laura Street, 
Springfield, OR 97477-2100 
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CASH ONLY 
 

Funds go to support the programs of the 
Marine Corps League 

------------------------------------- 
 

MEMBERS & YARD SALE INFORMATION 
 

1. CASH ONLY SALE 
 

2. Collect items NOW 
 

3. Clean items 
 

4. Price Items 
                                                        - Pens 

   - Tape (masking & clear) 
                                                        - Tags 

   -  If you require a specific price – then 
      add the word FIRM to price tag; if not it 
      could be sold for a lesser price 

 

5. Signs 
             - books (25 cents each – 5 for 
               $1.00) – Already have one made up 
             - Sale / Location / Dates / Times – 
                Done 
             - Sandwich Boards (2) from 
               detachment shed (4 Signs – one for  
               each side of boards) – Signs 
               ordered / awaiting arrival 
 

6. Advertising (Dates / Times / Location / CASH ONLY) 
                        - Register Guard (print & electronic copy) (Paul Grinde) 
                        - Craigslist (Dan Stombaugh) 
                        - Email lists (Paul Grinde) 
                        - Facebook (Nancy Lukasik) 
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7. Tables will be provided by the Moose Lodge 

 

8. Bags (Plastic {from detachment shed} & 
Paper – needed) 

 

9. Clothes Rack (from shed & anyone with another one we can use) 
 

10. Currency Verifying Pen / Marker – Got one already 
 

11.  Move all the items from Detachment Shed to Moose Lodge on 
Thursday afternoon – and set-up at Moose Lodge (4:30 PM – 6 PM) 
– Meet at detachment shed no-later-than 3:30 PM to load Mike 
Barker’s trailer – take all to Moose Lodge and be there at 4:30 PM 
when they open – set-up from 4:30 PM till 6 PM when bar bingo 
starts. 

 

12. Bring 4 Traffic Delineator Posts with orange survey tape to use for 
closing off areas or for directing the flow of buyers – Have 4 delineators and 

survey tape already 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Everyone that can assist with loading and moving of the items from the 
detachment shed to the Moose Lodge on Thursday (22 July 2021), should 

meet at the shed no later than 3:30 pm. 
Mike Barker has offered the use of his trailer, so we should be able to load 

everything onto the trailer.  If not, I will also have my pickup truck bed 
available. 

I also have numerous cinch straps.  Currently there is Mike, Debbie, and 
me.  We just need some more bodies to ensure we get everything loaded so 

we can be at the Moose Lodge and ready to start setting up at 4:30 pm.  
Then we need to accomplish as much of the set-up as possible before 6pm 

(due to half of the room scheduled for another event). 
The more we accomplish on Thursday means the less we will need to do 

the morning of 23 July 2021 when the sale begins. 
Since, the sale is Indoors we will be able to leave everything set-up from 

day-to-day. 

--------------------------------------------- 
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26 July – Ronald Cooper, Sr. Deceased 

26 July – Robert McGuigan 

 

Please take a moment and remember each of these persons on the day they were born. 

 

If I have not displayed your birthday during your birth month that is because I do not have the day and 

month (do not send the year) of your birth.  If you would like to appear on the birthday list, please get 

me the information. 

-------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Marine Corps League “Mission Statement” 

Detachment Commandant Dave Huber has tasked the Senior Vice-Commandant with 
reading the Marine Corps League Mission Statement at each meeting so that we all are 

reminded on a regular basis what the “mission” of the Marine Corps League is, and what 
we should be striving for. 

Marine Corps League Mission Statement (As shown on our detachment website) 
 

Members of the Marine Corps League join together in camaraderie and fellowship 

for the purpose of preserving the traditions and promoting the interests of the 

United States Marine Corps, banding together those who are now serving in the 

United States Marine Corps and those who have been honorably discharged from 

that service that they may effectively promote the ideals of American freedom and 

democracy, voluntarily aiding and rendering assistance to all Marines, FMF 

Corpsmen and former Marines and FMF Corpsmen and to their widows and 

orphans; and to perpetuate the history of the United States Marine Corps and by 

fitting acts to observe the anniversaries of historical occasions of particular interest 

to Marines. 

 

------------------------ 

 
The Mission of the Marine Corps League (as shown on national website) 

 
The mission of the Marine Corps League is to promote the interest and to 

preserve traditions of the United States Marine Corps; strengthen the 
fraternity of Marines and their families; serve Marines, FMF Corpsmen, and 
FMF Chaplains who wear or who have worn the Eagle, Globe and Anchor; 

and foster the ideals of Americanism and patriotic volunteerism. 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 



22 
 

Emerald Empire Detachment #917 Advertising Pens 

 

The pens are available to detachment members for $1.00 each pen.  This covers the cost of the 
pens and earns the detachment approximately 23 cents per pen. 

 

The pens are for handing out to Marines, Corpsmen, Chaplains, and persons we want to try 

and recruit for membership.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

  

 Eagle, globe, anchor & “Semper Fi” White Sun 

visors and Black Marine Corps League hats – 

FOR SALE - $5.00 each – What a Deal 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

    

DETACHMENT COINS / CHIPS 

Available for $1.50 each which off-sets the cost of buying 

them and earns the detachment 45 cents on each one 

purchased.  They are available for purchase in-person 

during the monthly meetings and from the detachment 

paymaster. 

You can carry one on you as your representation of the detachment when “challenged.”  You 

can also give them out to Marines, FMF Corpsmen, FMF Chaplains, and persons who may want 

to be associate members as recruiting tools; or as gifts to family, friends, and acquaintances 

who are veterans themselves. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
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EMERALD EMPIRE DETACHMENT # 917 
 OFFICERS & CONTACT INFORMATION:  

 
Commandant Peter Bock    Senior Vice-Commandant Debbie Barker   
(541) 799-8446          (541)746-9295 
sr32mason@yahoo.com                                                  GunnyB7@charter.net 
    
Junior-Vice Commandant Stephen Price              Judge Advocate Thad Lukasik 
(541) 741-1772      (541) 461 - 1160 
lostrose7@msn.com       thadlukasik42@comcast.net 
 
 
Adjutant Raymond J. Miller    Paymaster Lois J. Price 
(H) (541) 689-9456     (541) 741-1772 
ray.miller.usmc@gmail.com                lostrose7@msn.com 
 
Chaplain Nancy Lukasik    Web-Master Debbie Barker 
(541) 461-1160      (541) 746-9295 
Nancylu505@gmail.com     GunnyB7@charter.net 

  
Sgt-at-Arms Rudy Grein    Junior Past Commandant Dave Huber 
(541) 729-2016      (541) 554-1894 
Angieandrudy@msn.com    dave_huber@outlook.com 
 
         
 

Moose Lodge 1726 
2011 Laura Street 

Springfield, OR 97477-2100 
Phone: (541) 746-3321 

3rd Wednesday of the Month 
 

Dinner @ 1800 hours 
 

Meeting Starts @ 1900 hours 

 

Mailing address: 
Emerald Empire Detachment #917 

PO Box 70455 Springfield, OR 97475 

 

Detachment E-mail Address: 
mcldet917@gmail.com 

 

Detachment Facebook Page: 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Marine-Corps-League-Det-917/214059775343828 

  

Detachment Web Site: www.mcl917.org 
 

Department Web Site:  http://www.mcl-oregon.org  
 

National Website: www.mclnational.org 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

mailto:sr32mason@yahoo.com
mailto:lostrose7@msn.com
mailto:thadlikasik42@comcast.net
mailto:ray.miller.usmc@gmail.com
mailto:lostrose7@msn.com
mailto:Nancylu505@gmail.com
mailto:GunnyB7@charter.net
mailto:Angieandrudy@msn.com
mailto:dave_huber@outlook.com
mailto:mcldet917@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Marine-Corps-League-Det-917/214059775343828
http://www.mcl917.org/
http://www.mcl-oregon.org/
http://www.mclnational.org/
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2021 Meeting Dates 

(Tentative) – ALL 

WEDNESDAYS 

AS OF FEBRUARY – Meetings at Moose Lodge Springfield, Oregon 
 

 

 

 

 

21 July 

 

18 August 

 

15 September 

 

20 October 

 

17 November 

 

15 December 


