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Our next meeting will be on: 

 
In accordance with our detachment by-laws any proposed changes need to 
be read at the monthly meeting (which occurred at the January meeting), 

and published in the detachment Newsletter.  A copy of the letter containing 
the proposed changes follows below.  These proposed changes are to bring 
our written by-laws into compliance with national dues requirements.  Please 

read through the proposed changes and come to the February monthly 
meeting ready to discuss and vote on the proposed changes. 
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Steve Price – Steve underwent shoulder surgery on the 25th of January at 

Slocum, Eugene, Oregon.  According to Lois - “Steve is recovering. He is at 

home. Surgery went well.” 

 

Ron Cooper’s wife Marilyn – had cataract surgery on the Tuesday before the 

January meeting, and will have carpal tunnel surgery after recovery from the 

cataract surgery. 

 

Ron Cooper, Sr. – Ron was back at the monthly meeting after finally getting ok 

from his doctor.  Seems Ron had a cyst that turned into blood poisoning 

thereby causing his kidneys to shut down.  Ron spent some time in Sacred 

Heart Hospital until his body was able to recover. 

 

Chuck Lang – Chuck underwent an angiogram procedure to place stents 

behind his left knee; however, there was too much plaque buildup so they 

could not place the stents so they will have to do a “by-pass.”  This surgery is 

not yet scheduled, but prior to that surgery Chuck will have work done on his 

carotid arteries.  Chuck hopes to make it to the February meeting. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 
 

 

Fifty years ago today, Viet Cong and North Vietnamese Army forces launched what would become known as the 

Tet Offensive. It was a far-reaching and well-coordinated campaign of surprise attacks against military and civilian 

centers throughout South Vietnam, targeting U.S. military forces and our allies.  

It was to be the largest offensive of the war, and the days of bloody fighting that would follow would lead to heavy 
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casualties on both sides. Though the Vietnam War would continue for seven more years, the Tet Offensive is now 

widely considered to have been one of its most significant turning points.  

"On this day, we honor and remember the sacrifices of those who fought in the carnage that was the Tet Offensive, 

as well as all of our Vietnam-era service members," Oregon Department of Veterans' Affairs Acting Director 

Sheronne Blasi said. "They fought for freedom and because our country asked them to, and are deserving of their 

place among America's heroes."  

There are more than 100,000 Vietnam-era veterans living in Oregon today. They are the largest demographic of 

Oregon veterans by service era. If you or your spouse or parent is a Vietnam veteran, please contact the Oregon 

Department of Veterans' Affairs or your local county veteran service office today for free assistance in accessing 

your earned benefits. 

Contact ODVA at 1-800-692-9666 or 503-373-2085. 

Stay connected with the latest veteran information #oregonvet 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Oregon Sculpture Represented at the Women in 
Military Service for America Memorial 

 
The email information below was provided by Niel Laudati 

Legislative and Public Affairs Manager 
City of Springfield, Oregon 

 
 
Sent: Tuesday, January 23, 2018 11:39 AM 

 
Good morning: 
I thought I would share some really incredible news.  Last week the Mayor, Courtney and I were 
in Washington DC for a series of meetings. Our first official meeting was with US Major General 
Dee Ann McWilliams at the Women in Military Service for America Memorial. The mayor got a 
private tour and presented the Major General with framed copy of the sign that now stands at 
the Oregon Women Veterans Sculpture - it also includes one of the necklaces.  The piece will 
now be on exhibit in the memorial!   
  
We were able to spend some time explaining the project to the Major General, including the 
work and dedication that the committee poured into the sculpture.  The lioness theme really 
resonated and she commended the group on your great work.   See the photos below. 
  
Additionally, if you have not registered your service with the memorial, please follow this link. 
https://www.womensmemorial.org/ 

Women in Military Service for America Memorial 

https://www.womensmemorial.org/
https://www.womensmemorial.org/
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www.womensmemorial.org 

WELCOME. The Women In Military Service For America Memorial is the only major national 

memorial honoring all women who have defended America throughout history. 

  
All the best, 
Niel 
  

                
 

 
  
Niel Laudati 
Legislative and Public Affairs Manager 
City of Springfield, Oregon 
225 Fifth Street 97477 
541.726.3780 (W)  
541.221.3686 (C) 

 
  springfield-or.gov 
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The information below is from the 2017 Toys for Tots collection and distribution.  Under 
local donations in 2017 the 4 largest amounts all came from Dari Mart (Lane County 

locations).  Under the status of funds 2018, the difference between log book (local) and 
foundation is that funds received locally are shown but some recent donations have not 

yet been recorded at the national level.  The rest is pretty straight forward. 
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_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

DETACHMENT CHALLENGE 

COINS / CHIPS ARE IN 

         
 

The new supply of detachment challenge coins / chips are in.  They are 
being sold for $1.50 each which off-sets the cost of buying them and makes 
the detachment 45 cents on each one sold.  So stock-up (10 for $15.00) while 

they last.  They are available for purchase in-person during the monthly 
meetings and from the detachment paymaster. 

You can carry one on you as your representation of the detachment when 
“challenged.”  You can also give them out to Marines, FMF Corpsmen, and 

FMF Chaplains as recruiting tools; or as gifts to family, friends, and 
acquintances who are veterans themselves. 

You may notice that the detachment web-page, the detachment newsletter, 
and detachment correspondence headings utilize this art work since they 

are unique to our detachment. 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 
 

Ron Cooper reported that the Vet’s Court was taking and LTD bus to the Veterans Legacy Camp, Alma 
for the purpose of conducting a Vet’s Court participants work party to assist the Veterans Legacy group 
and also for the benefit of the Vet’s Court participants.  This was also a media event for Vet’s Court and 

the Veterans Legacy program. 
They are also exploring other ideas (such as a chili cook-off competition) on how to create a competitive 

spirit and form a sort of therapeutic bond between the Vet’s Court participants and the Vet’s Court 
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personnel.  This way there is less of an adversarial structure within the Vet’s Court program and to open 
up the participants to the positive aspects of the program. 

 
The Vet’s Court participants also had a day at the Vet’s Club where there was music provided by 

entertainers and VA representatives were on hand to provide program benefits guidance. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 
 

Dave Huber brought forward information from his doctor John LeBow.  Dr. LeBow is on the Board of 
Directors for Veterans Legacy.  Dave wanted to know if he could invite Dr. LeBow to come and give a 

slide presentation on what the Veterans Legacy is and what they want to do to help veterans.  Dr. LeBow 
is being invited to give his presentation at the February monthly meeting so come and hear the 

presentation.  There is a good chance a motion will be made to provide a donation on behalf of the 
Emerald Empire Detachment to Veterans Legacy. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Emerald Empire Young Marines elected new officers with Brandon Matthews elected to the 
Commanding Officer position.  Terry Anderson is filling in at the Training Officer position.  Thad 

Lukasik is the Executive Officer. 

They are still in need of a location in Springfield, Oregon to conduct meetings, hold training, and 
store equipment.  They are exploring the possibility of Booth Kelly School with the assistance of 
the city of Springfield, Oregon.  The United States Marine Corps Inspector / Instructor Staff from 
Springfield have been providing assistance in the area of physical fitness, self-defense / martial 

arts training, and drill. 

They are also still in need of more adult leaders, so if you can assist in 

these areas or know someone who can please get the information to the Young Marines. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   
  

FUTURE EVENTS & DATES: 

 

9, 10, 11 February 2018 - 2018 Mid-Winter Conference, Brookings, Oregon 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

GOOD OF THE LEAGUE 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

You have probably seen this advertisement in your copy of the semper fi 

magazine.  Since we have now placed a bench on behave of the emerald 

empire detachment in the Springfield Veterans Memorial Plaza and are 

working with the city of coming up with additional ideas on how to 

recognize our deceased members, I thought that having the detachment 

purchase one of these bricks would be a good way of showing our support 

to the national marine corps museum in Virginia, and putting out 

detachment name at the museum.  Please give it some thought before the 

February monthly meeting. 
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----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Available from the United States Mint: 

World War I Centennial 2018 Silver Dollar and Marine 

Corps Medal Set 

To commemorate the centennial of America’s involvement in World War I and honor the more than 4 million men and 

women from the United States who served. This set includes a proof silver dollar and a proof silver Marine Corps medal. 

These sets are limited to 100,000 units across all five medal product options, and can be ordered only between 

noon ET on January 17, 2018, and 3 p.m. ET on February 20, 2018, unless the limit is reached prior to that date. 

Production will be based on the orders received within this window. Fulfillment of these sets will begin in late May 

2018.   The price for the set is $99.95 (plus shipping and handling). 

 

   

Coin: 

Obverse: The obverse (heads) design, titled “Soldier’s Charge,” depicts an almost stone-like soldier gripping a rifle. 

Barbed wire twines in the lower right hand side of the design. Inscriptions include “LIBERTY,” “1918,” and “IN GOD 

WE TRUST.” 

Reverse: The reverse (tails) design, titled “Poppies in the Wire,” features abstract poppies mixed in with barbed wire. 

Inscriptions include “ONE DOLLAR,” “E PLURIBUS UNUM,” and “UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.” 

Medal: 

Obverse: The obverse design depicts the aftermath of the Battle of Belleau Wood. One Marine stands guard as the other 

kneels to pay respect to the fallen. The inscription quotes a report to the American Expeditionary Forces: “WOODS 

NOW U.S. MARINE CORPS ENTIRELY.” 

Reverse: The reverse design depicts the World War I-era version of the Eagle, Globe, and Anchor emblem. Inscriptions 

include “CENTENNIAL OF WORLD WAR I,” “2018,” “OVER THERE!” and “BATTLE OF BELLEAU WOOD.” 

__________________________________________ 

 



 12 

MARINE CORPS SCHOLARSHIP 
FOUNDATION 

 

 
The Marine Corps Scholarship Foundation, the Nation's oldest and largest provider of need-
based scholarships to military children, is now accepting scholarship applications for the 2018-
2019 academic year.  The application will be open until March 1. 
 
Our scholarships are for children of Marines and eligible Navy Corpsmen pursuing a post-
secondary education at any accredited school—whether that be a career training, trade school, 
community college, or four-year university. We’re not competitive! We award scholarships to 
every eligible applicant. For over 55 years, we’ve provided more than 37,000 scholarships, 
valued at over $100,000,000. 
 
Raised on Honor, Courage, and Commitment, we’ve seen Marine Scholars perform ahead of 
their peers year after year. They graduate at nearly double the rate of other students, and half of 
our Marine Scholars are first-generation college students! Furthermore, 60% are studying 
STEM, health sciences and business. 
 
Our scholarship application will be open through March 1. Please join us in spreading the word 
to let Marine families know they can now apply for scholarships for the 2018-2019 academic 
year. You can learn more about scholarship eligibility and the application process by clicking 
here!  
 
 
Semper Fidelis, 
The Marine Corps Scholarship Foundation 

----------------------- 
 

On Friday, January 26, 2018, LARRY J ALCANTARA <PINOY003@msn.com> wrote:  

Dear Oregon MCL Members, 

mailto:PINOY003@msn.com
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By way of introduction, my name is Larry Alcantara and I have been assigned to coordinate 
with the Oregon MCL on connecting Marines and their families with the scholarship 
opportunities contained herein. I am a member of the MCSF Washington State Outreach 
Committee, and Past Commandant, Puget Sound MCL Detachment 336. 

First, I humbly request that this message be shared with Oregon MCL detachment members. 
Simply forward this email message to your respective detachment members. 

 Secondly, we are actively seeking a few volunteers from your detachments to call Oregon 
High Schools, secure the name and email of those school counselors who help seniors with 
scholarship opportunities. Oregon has about 67 high schools with a population of over 1,000 
students. If you can send me the contact information, at pinoy003@msn.com, of three 
volunteers, I will send them the school list. Each of the three volunteers will have about 22 
schools to call and this should take only a few hours.  

Educating our children is the key to a successful future and we hope you will join us in getting 
the word out. Connecting our Marines and their families to this important benefit is an important 
mission we all share. 

The Marine Corps Scholarship Foundation (MCSF) is the Nation’s oldest and largest provider of 
need-based scholarships to military children. With your help, we’re hoping to get the word out 
about our scholarship program to as many military families as possible! 

 Our scholarships are for children of Marines and eligible Navy Corpsmen pursuing a post-
secondary education at any accredited school—whether that be a career training, trade school, 
community college, or four-year university. We’re not competitive! We award scholarships to 
every eligible applicant. For over 55 years, we’ve provided more than 37,000 scholarships, 
valued at over $100,000,000. 

 Enclosed are brochures with more information about our scholarship program. Please note, our 
application opens every January 1 and closes every March 1. The application must be 
completed online at www.mcsf.org/apply. Applicants will need to provide documentation 
electronically for all eligibility criteria (military parent’s service documentation, tax document to 
show household income, transcript to show GPA, etc.) For more information about required 
documents, visit our FAQ page at www.mcsf.org/faq.  

 Below are links to our digital brochures:  

 General Scholarship  
 Career & Technical Education Scholarship  
 Heroes Tribute Scholarship Program for Children of the Wounded  

 For more information, please visit www.mcsf.org or send us an email at scholarship@mcsf.org.  

 Thank you for your help! 

Larry Alcantara, Volunteer 
MCSF Outreach Committee 

  

mailto:pinoy003@msn.com
http://www.mcsf.org/apply
http://www.mcsf.org/faq
https://www.mcsf.org/wp-content/uploads/flipbook/48/mobile/index.html#p=1
https://www.mcsf.org/wp-content/uploads/flipbook/47/mobile/index.html#p=1
https://www.mcsf.org/wp-content/uploads/flipbook/38/mobile/index.html#p=1
http://www.mcsf.org/
mailto:scholarship@mcsf.org
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----------------------------------------- 

This above information was previously sent out via email for early dissemination.  You 
would have to visit the scholarship site to view links and additional information.  This is 

time sensitive so don’t delay. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Defense Enrollment Eligibility Reporting System (DEERS) 

{A computerized database for United States Service members, retirees, 100% VA 
Disabled Veterans, dependents, DoD active Contractors, and others worldwide who are 

entitled to Public Key Infrastructure and TRICARE eligibility} 

office Debbie Barker reported that she attempted to get a new ID card at the local DEERS 
at the reserve center and found out that that office was closed due to “lead 

contamination.”  She tried calling the Salem office but was not able to get through.  So if 
you are thinking about going to the Salem office make sure you call ahead first so you 

don’t drive all the way up there and can’t get in. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

                                   

 

 Scholarship Programs Department 
Marine Corps Scholarship Foundation 
909 N. Washington St. | Suite 400 | Alexandria, VA 22314 
www.mcsf.org | scholarship@mcsf.org | (866) 496-5462 
  

    

 

 

Honoring Marines by Educating Their Children™ 

http://www.mcsf.org/
mailto:scholarship@mcsf.org
tel:(866)%20496-5462
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EMERALD EMPIRE DETACHMENT # 917 OFFICERS & CONTACT 
INFORMATION: 

 
Commandant Joseph Lamm    Senior Vice-Commandant Paul Grinde 
(H)  (541) 337-0539     (H) (541) 895-5735 
Lamm43@gmail.com      beavers@epud.net 
    
Junior-Vice Commandant Dan Stombaugh                  Judge Advocate Peter Bock 
(Cell) 503-706-0376                             (541) 799-8446 

dwstombaugh@msn.com     sr32mason@yahoo.com  

 
Adjutant Raymond J. Miller    Paymaster Lois J. Price 
(H) (541) 689-9456     (541) 741-1772 
ray.miller.usmc@gmail.com                lostrose7@msn.com 
 
Chaplain Nancy Lukasik    Web-Master Eddie Mosteller 
(541) 461-1160      (541) 654-5643 
nlukasik@comcast.net    eddiem3555@gmail.com  
 
Sgt-At-Arms Robert Shirley 
rmshirley55@hotmail.com                 
    

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Springfield BPOE Elks Lodge #2145 

1701 Centennial Blvd Springfield, OR 97477 

3rd Wednesday of the Month 

Dinner @ 1800 hours 

Meeting Starts @ 1900 hours 

 

Mailing address: 
Emerald Empire Detachment #917 

PO Box 70455 Springfield, OR 97475 

 

Detachment E-mail Address: 
mcldet917@gmail.com 

 

Detachment Facebook Page: 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Marine-Corps-League-Det-917/214059775343828 

  

Detachment Web Site: www.mcl917.org 
 

Department Web Site:  http://mcl-department-of-oregon.org/  
 

National Website: www.mclnational.org 

mailto:Lamm43@gmail.com
mailto:beavers@epud.net
mailto:dwstombaugh@msn.com
mailto:sr32mason@yahoo.com
mailto:ray.miller.usmc@gmail.com
mailto:lostrose7@msn.com
mailto:nlukasik@comcast.net
mailto:eddiem3555@gmail.com
mailto:rmshirley55@hotmail.com
mailto:mcldet917@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Marine-Corps-League-Det-917/214059775343828
http://www.mcl917.org/
http://mcl-department-of-oregon.org/
http://www.mclnational.org/

